
A LOYAL supporter of 
the reunion club’s annual 
pilgrimages to Normandy for 
many years, Fred Milward, 
who has died age 93, is thought 
to be the last survivor of the 
150 men of the 9th Parachute 
Battalion, who had mustered 

in time to storm the Merville 
Battery after a widely-scattered 
D-Day drop. 
    Fred’s exit from the C-47 
Dakota  was not text book. 
He recalled in Neil Barber’s 
The Day the Devils Dropped 
In, waiting for the green light. 
“Suddenly there was a loud 
bang and the aircraft dropped, 
flinging me out. I felt a blow on 
my helmet which was ripped 
off, probably by the tailplane; 
lost the kitbag on my leg, went 
down and that was it. I was on 
the ground.” 
  He was wounded later at 
the Château St Côme on the 
Breville ridge, where the 
battalion faced a week of 
persistent attacks. 
  He was awarded the Legion of 
Honour in Merville in 2016.
  Fred was born at Ticehurst, 
Kent. He left school  at 14 to 
become a delivery boy for 
a bakery before joining the 
Home Guard. During the Battle 
of Britain, his platoon found a 
crashed Dornier bomber, and 
captured the crew. 
 He married Connie Purvis, a 
member of the ATS whom he 
met at a dance in 1945. After 
demob, he worked as a garage 
mechanic.  She died in 2010, 
and he is survived by their son 
and daughter.  

•SYLVIE DUPONT, maire 
adjointe of Merville-Franceville 
commune, has been  elected 

Présidente of the Association 
Franco-Britannique, the 
management body of the 
Merville Battery museum. 
She has been a member of the 
Association board for the past 
nine years, and is a municipal 
councillor. Her first full year 
promises to be busy.

•OLIVIER PAZ, Mayor of 
Merville-Franceville for 25 
years and former Président 
of the museum management, 
inspired much of the work 
in converting the concrete 
casemates into a first class 
tourist attraction.   It was a big 
disappointment for him when 
the Battery was not included in 
the visit to Normandy of Prince 
Charles in 2014. He travelled to 
London with more than 1,000 
local signatures to appeal in 
person, but in vain. He is an 
Hon MBE and Patron of the 9th 
Para Bn Reunion Club.

•GORDON NEWTON, long-
standing secretary of the 9th 
Parachute Battalion Reunion 
Club, has been appointed the 
club’s Chairman Emeritus in 
recognition of his many years 
of service.

THE Merville Battery museum 
is to undergo a radical upgrade 
that will help place it among 
some of the top war museums 
in France. 
 “My fervent wish”, Sylvie 
Dupont, the new Présidente 
of the Franco-Britanique 
Association,  told Red Beret, 
“is to see the museum develop 
further in the best conditions 
whilst remaining true to its duty 
of Remembrance especially 
for our veterans of the 9th 
Parachute Battalion”.  
  The estimated 1 million euros 
(£887,000) project envisages 
an enlarged entrance and 
commemorative area, a visitor 
centre and hanger for the C-47 
Dakota. 
  Mme Dupont believes that the 
visitor centre, which includes a 
ticket office as well as a shop, 
car park and a conference/
exhibition hall, would bring the 
museum many new visitors.
  “Our work concerning 
the museography and the 
collections must also, and will 
be, developed”, she pledged. 
She wants to create a museum 
“worthy of title” in the 
commune.
  The goal is to inaugurate the 
car park, and administrative 
and reception buildings in 
time for the 75th anniversary 
ceremonies in 2019. It is hoped, 
that Prince Charles, Colonel 

in Chief of The Parachute 
Regiment, will be invited.
   Much of the cost will 
be covered by grants from 
departmental and regional 
councils in France. However, 
the hanger for protecting the 
C-47 Dakota in winter will 
depend on the success of a 
crowdfunding campaign.

Strong Friendship

    Once described as  a “place 
of contemplation and a history 
lesson”, the Battery has been 
the link in the strong friendship 
between the veterans and 
the villagers of Merville-
Franceville that has lasted for 
more than seven decades. 
  The museum was opened in 
June 1983 after British Army 
engineers converted No 1 
casemate. It is unusual in that, 
like the Alamo in Texas, it was 
created out of a battlefield. The 
four six-foot steel and concrete 
gun casemates are an integral 
part of  the museum. 
Musée de la Batterie de 
Merville, Place du 9ème 
Bataillon, 14810 Merville-
Franceville 33 (0)2 31 91 47 53 
www.batterie-merville.com
Open: (Mar 15 – Sept 30) 
9.30 – 6.30, (Oct 1 – Nov 15) 
10 – 5. Group visits: Pascalene 
Dagorn, directrice, 06 64 95 81 
97.

Battery chosen for 
big event

REPRESENTATIVES of eleven WW2 
countries will assemble at the Merville 
Battery on June 6 for the region’s D-Day 
international commemoration ceremony 
this year.
   Jean-Marc Lefranc, Président of the 

Comité du Débarquement, the region’s 
supervisory body on Remembrance events, 
announced recently that, after Gold and 
Utah, the committee had chosen Sword 
Beach for the 74th  D-Day anniversary. 
Two major events will be held on  June 6: 
an ecumenical service  at 2:30 pm at the 
Ranville British War Cemetery, and at 4 
pm, the international commemoration at 
the Merville Battery.

Remembrance at 
heart of Merville 
museum ‘facelift’
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Fred: rough exit

Club Dates 2018
Dinner: March 3

Pilgrimage:  June 4 – 8
If you wish to attend these events, please 
advise the Treasurer as soon as possible. 

Deadline: February 1

January 2018

Sylvie:  busy year

People

‘The club has a future’ – Chairman (page 2)



FRED GLOVER may have 
saved his own life by giving 
a wounded German soldier a 
dose of his morphine on D-Day, 
Ouest-France has suggested.
  Fred’s glider came down just 
outside the Battery, and in the 
descent he was hit in both legs 
by shrapnel. “The blood was 
flowing as I was trying to walk.”
  He could not keep up with the 
others, so felt that he had no 
choice but to stay behind.  In 
the fluid battle situation, he was 
joined by other wounded – a 
Briton and two German soldiers. 
A British medic stopped by 
briefly to give them all first aid. 
 After waiting several hours Fred 
decided to give his morphine 
to the German with the worst 
wounds. Then other German 
soldiers wearing the SS insignia 
arrived. They were quite hostile 

at first when they found Fred’s 
fighting knife, but there were 
smiles and handshakes when 
one of the wounded Germans 
explained that the British had 
dressed their wounds and given 
them food.  
   Fred was sent to the Pitié 
Salpêtrière hospital in Paris. He 
escaped later, helped by nurses 
and the Résistance. 

THE daily newspaper Ouest-
France, which circulates in 
Normandy, focused on the 
D-Day experiences of two 9th 
Parachute Battalion veterans 
– volunteers for Capt Gordon-
Brown’s glider force tasked to 
land inside the Battery - during 
the June 2017 pilgrimage. 

  OVER the years Gordon 
Newton had often wondered 
where his glider had landed. 
Last year he was able to find 
the field thanks to research by 
club officials and others, and a 
photo sent by a Canadian, which 
pinpointed the spot.
  He was quoted by Ouest-
France as saying: “We were 
shot at and the glider was 
damaged. The pilot saw light on 
the ground and thought it was 
the Battery. In reality, it was 
Gonneville-en-Auge, under fire. 
We landed in water and were 
almost drowned.”
  Author Neil Barber told Red 
Beret that the glider flew close 
to the battery, but could not 
find  it in the dark. There were 
no mortars to light it up, and the 
Eureka beacons were either not 
working or the signal was not 
picked up. 
  The pilot circled the area four 
times while under fire, and then 
flew off to the south-east.  It 
finally landed about 1,000 yards 

to the west of Gonneville, and 
about a mile from the Battery.  
  Part of the field in which it 
came down had been flooded 
and the glider’s tail came off as 
it splashed down. 
  After extricating themselves, 
the Paras headed for Gonneville, 

and towards the 3rd Para Brigade 
HQ at the Le Mesnil crossroads, 
which they reached that evening.   
Gordon stayed there with other 
9th Battalion stragglers,who had 
been dropped wide, until a few 
days later, when they joined up 
with the rest of the battalion. 

Veterans make news in Normandy

Gordon finds ‘missing’ glider 
site after 70 years
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My War
STRANGE things happen in wartime. I arrived in 
Normandy with my unit by glider on D-Day. We set 
up a base in a farm close to the Pegasus Bridge. Our 
job was to collect supplies dropped by parachute, often 
running the gauntlet of airbursts, and take them to the 
more forward troops.  We had to cover our perimeters. 
One evening I was walking through a thick coppice with 
my Sten gun when I literally bumped into a German. I 
was astonished when he held out his hand. I shook it. I 
was just 20 at the time. He said in good English that he 
was fed up with the war and that he would rather be at 
home with his wife and children. He talked for about five 
minutes.  Just as I was thinking: ‘How do I get out of 
this?’, he said goodbye, and walked away. 

Cyril Tasker
716 Company (Airborne Light), RASC

Fred gave his pain 
relief to German

Nothing happens as expected, Fred Glover is 
quoted as saying in the French newspaper

Gordon: nearly drowned

CHAIRMAN’S NEW 
YEAR MESSAGE

The club has 
a future with 

your help
OUR late Chairman 
Emeritus, Bill Mills, many 
years ago had a vision 
regarding the future of the 
club. 
  He foresaw, quite naturally, 
the gradual decline in 
veterans, and so introduced 
the idea of younger members 
- family and friends of the 
battalion - becoming more 
involved, particularly as 
members of the committee. 
  This is now coming to pass 
with the main officers of the 
committee being myself, 
Michael Woodcock and 
Paul Hill, with Neil Barber 
playing an important role. 
  At the same time  Olivier 
Paz, Sylvie Dupont and 
their team in Normandy 
are working very hard so 
that, not only are their next 
generations becoming more 
involved with ‘9th’matters, 
but also with improvements 
at the museum itself.
   The upshot is that more of 
the world will be informed 
about the exploits of the 
‘9th’. Between us, we intend 
that the activities of the club 
will continue for many years 
to come. 
  For that to happen, we 
need to maintain our strong 
connections with Normandy 
as well as supporting 
our own functions. We 
have some very faithful 
supporters, but we also need 
the help of family members.
 Then, together, we and the 
French will also remember 
the ‘9th’.  A Happy New 
Year to all.

Tony Lea


